CREEKSIDE’S TEACHING NOTES for Sunday, March 30, 2014
[image: image1.jpg]



SIKHISM
[image: image2.png]



KEY AREAS IN WHICH CHRISTIANITY AND SIKHISM DIFFER:
1.  SCRIPTURES:
Guru Granth . . . 1400 pages, no prophecy, no history – it is a collection of hymns to help one meditate on God – written by members of the 10 successive Gurus – believed to be inspired by God
Bible . . .  Old and New Testament – contains history, prophecy, poetry, instruction – written by the Holy Spirit through 40 men over 1500 year period

2.  GOD:
Sikhs are monotheists. They believe there is only one God. They disagree with the Christian view of the Trinity.  
3.  JESUS:

Sikhs believe that Jesus is a great man some might regard him on the level of the Gurus but they do not believe Jesus is God or our Saviour.
For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form.
Colossians 2:9  (p. 1089)
4.  SALVATION:
Sikhs teach that salvation comes by meditating on God and seeking to live a good life.  They believe in reincarnation, which will be experienced until becoming one with God. Fight 5 evils (5 sins) - Greed, Ego, Attachment, Anger, and Lust. Meditate, pray, and improve your relationship with God and God will forgive, cleanse, and save you.
. . . sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all people, because all sinned—For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be
 made righteous.

Romans 5:12, 18-19 (p. 1041)
	ISSUE
	CHRISTIANITY
	SIKHISM

	Date Founded
	c. 30 AD
	1469 AD

	Founder
	Jesus
	Guru Nanak

	Adherents
	2 billion
	23 million

	Size 
	Largest
	Fifth Largest

	Sacred Text
	Bible (OT & NT)
	Guru Granth
(Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji)

	Inspiration of Text
	Word of God
	Word of God

	Prophecy
	Yes
	No

	Status of Bible (OT & NT)
	God’s Word
	Corrupted 

	Worship Facilities
	Church, chapel, etc
	Gurdwara

	Day of Worship
	Sunday
	No special day

	Religious Leaders
	Priest, bishop, archbishop, pope, pastor, minister
	Granthi . . . cares for Guru Granth their Scriptures

	Sacred Rituals
	Communion, baptism
	Baptism - Amrit Sanchar (Being Initiated into the Khalsa. Mandatory for both men and women). Men wear 5 K’s 

	Symbols
	Cross, dove, fish
	Khanda - 

	Ultimate reality
	One creator God
	One creator God

	Nature of God
	Trinity – three in one
	One God

	Spirit Beings
	Angels & demons
	N/A

	Identity of Jesus
	Son of God, savior
	Great man, not God

	Birth of Jesus
	Virgin birth
	N/A

	Death of Jesus
	Crucified
	N/A

	Second Coming of Jesus
	Affirmed
	N/A 

	Mode of Revelation
	Prophets, Jesus in Bible
	10 Gurus

	Human Nature
	Original sin through Adam, continue to sin
	We do sin

	Salvation
	By grace through faith in Jesus
	a) Remember God at all times which includes being thankful to God for what you have been given, b) To live your life honestly/with integrity and c) Sharing what you have with those less fortunate.

	Afterlife
	Eternal Heaven or Hell
	Constant cycle of reincarnation until enlightenment is reached. There are 8,400,000 forms of life and that many souls have to travel through a number of these before they can reach Waheguru. The goal is to merge with God.


