CREEKSIDE’S TEACHING NOTES for Sunday, March 22, 2015
ATHEISM

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ATHEISM AND JESUS?

“I am the way, the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father but by me.”  Jesus – as recorded in John 14:6 (p. 994)
3 BELIEF SYSTEMS ABOUT THE EXISTENCE OF GOD (OR GODS) 

1. Atheism:  “There is no god.”
2. Agnosticism:  “We can’t know if there is a god.”

3. Theism:  “There is a god (or gods)”

What Do We Believe?
We believe in one God, Creator of all things, who is holy, sovereign and perfect in all He is and in all He does.  He eternally exists in three equal persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit

4 KEY DIFFERENCES BETWEEN ATHEISM AND JESUS

1. WHY DO I EXIST?  (The Question of Origin)
ATHEISM: We don’t know ... but it’s not God.
“Biologists must constantly keep in mind that what they see was not designed, but rather evolved.”  Francis Crick
JESUS:  I am created by God and for God.
“He [Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth … all things were created by him and for him.”  Colossians 1:15-16 (p. 1088)
2.  WHAT IS MY PURPOSE?  (The Question of Meaning)
ATHEISM:   I am the Captain of My Soul

“I am the master of my fate, I am the captain of my soul.”  Invictus
JESUS:  Christ is My Captain

“Christ is the Captain of my fate. Christ is the Master of my soul!”  Dorothy Day
3.  HOW SHOULD I LIVE?  (the Question of Morality)
ATHEISM:  Make it up.
“The universe we observe has … no purpose, no evil, no good.  Nothing but blind, pitiless indifference.  DNA neither knows nor cares … DNA just is, and we dance to its music.”  Richard Dawkins

JESUS:  Follow me
4.  WHAT HAPPENS WHEN I DIE?  (The Question of Destiny)
ATHEISM:  I’m Gone
“Death is certain … There is nothing more; but I want nothing more.”  Christopher Hitchens

JESUS:  I’m Gone Home

“I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.  Do you believe this”  John 11:25-26 (p. 990)
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WHAT I BELIEVE MATTERS


“More consequences for life and action follow from the affirmation or denial of God than from any other basic question.”  Mortimer Alder








WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE ABOUT JESUS?











